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Greiner on Greiner
During his time as UB president, William R. Greiner received the Jaeckle Award — UB Law School and Law
Alumni Association's highest honor — in 2002. His acceptance remarks were vintage Greiner — self-effacing
thoughtful and full ofgood humor. An excerpt from those remarks:
YOU CAN'T GET ANY BETTER THAN THIS.
There are so many people I need to thank. First, I need
to thank Carol for all her support through the years. I
wouldn't have gotten through law school sane without
her.
I thank my kids for all the support they've given me. I
want you to know that among them, the kids and their
spouses, they hold 10 degrees from the University at Buf-
falo, including two J.D.s. So I'm like that guywho advertis-
es the hairpieces: Not only do I own the company, I'm also
a client.
The first person I met who was on the faculty of the
University at Buffalo Law School was Jack Hyman. It was
in the years when Carol and I were back at Yale, where I
was working on my book The Nature and Functions of
Law and Carol took care of the four kids. It was a great
year for me; she sometimes had mixed feelings about it.
Jack Hyman came through visiting the law school on a re-
cruiting visit, and I was so impressed with him. I said, you
know, if there's a law school anywhere in the country that
I might like to be associated with, it would be UB, because
that guy is really terrific.
Lo and behold, about six months later, I had the op-
portunity to talk with some faculty from the UB Law
School and Dean Hawkland at a convention in New Or-
leans. I remember bumping into Bill Hawkland in an ele-
vator, and he said, "Hi, I'd like to make you an offer." But
Jack Hyman is the guy who sold me.
I've been so blessed to have colleagues at the Law
School who are both intellectually stimulating and smart
as hell, but they're also great people to work with. We have
maintained a kind of family in the Law School faculty
which I think is quite unusual.
I've had the pleasure over the last 15 years, both as
provost and as president, of reviewing all the promotions
and the senior appointments in the University. It's my way
of keeping a finger on the pulse of the University. Our
University, and especially our Law School, are in great
shape. We have a superior faculty, and we have added to it
recently.
All of you who are law alumni, take pride in your Law
School, because it's going nowhere but up. Our alumni
have been extraordinarily supportive over the years, and
none more supportive than the law alumni. And I am so
proud of the alumni of this University for the accomplish-
ments that they have made since they left the University.
Our profession is a public profession that has public ser-
vice as one of its core values. I think our law alumni do
that superbly well.
